
Steen Cannon & Ordnance Works
Restores Some Not So Cool Wood Carriages 

built from an Ohio Company Most of the time when you purchase something  you get what you pay for.  However, there are a 
vast number of people that miss some very critical elements when  purchasing a Civil War era  gun 
carriage. We suggest that people obtain a good general knowledge of what type of wood was used,  
and more importantly, a good general knowledge of the proper hardware. Complete working 
drawings can be obtained through Antique Ordnance Publishers. These drawings will show the 
prospective buyer what is and what is not correct.  Below are pictures of a carriage being restored 
for an Ohio Battery who purchased their carriages from a firm in Ohio.

The elevation screw on the left was made from 
modern day althread using 6 threads per inch. 
The correct elevation screw (right) should be 2 
threads per inch and also should be of square 
thread. Also notice the difference in diameter of 
screw

As you can see, this axle was made of straight steel 
rod instead of the 3 inch down to 2 inch taper as was 
used in the originals. Also, the boxing's did not have 
grease cavities  which would cause the wheel to heat 
up fast if rolled very far.

On the left are wood rondells removed 
from the carriage built by the Ohio 
company. On the right are cast iron 
rondells, machined to the proper thick-
ness as to the original specifications.

Pictured here is the cheek from the Ohio 
company. Notice where the rondells 
were placed, there is no paint. The car-
riage was put together and then painted.

Other major problems :
Not correct nuts and 
washers.
Cheeks not notched 
into the axle.
Wood not cut to the 
correct dimensions. 
Most hardware not cor-
rect.
Finally, there is very 
little difference in price 
in our company and the 
Ohio Company.


